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Child abuse among the faithful

Austin conference will
discuss mistreatment

| ofkids in faith enclaves.

ByJuan Castillo
jcastillo@statesman.com

The problems of child sex-
ual abuse in religious organi-
zations remain serious, but
more and more, critics are
raising awareness about oth-
er forms of abuse and neglect
occurring in faith communi-
ties in the United States.

“While (child sexual abuse)
is a really serious problem,
it’s important that faith com-
munities don’t neglect oth-
er forms of maltreatment that
might be going on,” says Jan-
et Heimlich of Austin, found-
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Child-Friendly Faith Project,
which seeks to bring aware-
ness about links between cer-
tain religious, spiritual and
cultural beliefs and practic-
es that can lead to medical ne-
glect, physical and emotion-
al abuse.

The organization is host-
ing a conference in Austin on
Friday at St. David’s Episco-
pal Church, 301 E. Eighth St.,
in downtown Austin. Sched-
uled speakers include whis-
tle-blowers and victims of
abuse, and experts in faith,
child advocacyand the law.

It’s important to have such
discussions, said the Rev.
Charles Foster Johnson of
Fort Worth, a Baptist minis-
ter for 32 years who is on the
Child-Friendly Faith Project’s
board of directors.
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Janet Heimlich (left) and the
Rev. Charles Foster Johnson of
the Child-Friendly Faith Project.
“We’ve learned a sad, tragic
thing about child abuse, and
that is that often it’s inflicted
by religious persons, perpe-
trators that capitalize on the
most vulnerable — our chil-
dren,” Johnson said. “As hei-
nous as that is, courageous
people of faith are beginning
to not only confront this, but
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